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it went we gather from a statement issued by Craig on the 18th;
De Valera, he said, founded his claim on the basis of self-
determination; the people of Northern Ireland had the same
right to determine then: own problem and had decided by a
great majority for " no partition." De Valera and his friends
had admitted that right by standing as candidates for the
Northern Parliament, which, on its part, made no claim to
interfere with the settlement between the British Government
and Southern Ireland.
Sinn Fein, however, had no intention to leave Ulster alone.
The gunmen of the I.R.A., taking advantage of the truce which
had already been concluded in Southern Ireland, crept into
Belfast and began a new career of murder in that city. On the
14th July, the day that De Valera was at Downing Street, the
gunmen were active in Belfast with rifles, revolvers and bombs.
In the riots of the week previous to the 16th July twenty deaths
were recorded in the city hospitals besides others which must
have occurred elsewhere and two hundred were wounded. Nor
was there any room for doubt as to the source of these attacks.
Eoin O'Duffy, described as " Sinn Fein liaison officer for Ulster,"
boasted some little time later that he had placed sentries at
vantage points " who had made their presence felt." He had
"ordered his troops to cease fire"; but "these people [the
people of Ulster] would soon have to declare whether they were
for Ireland or the British Empire. If they decided against Ire-
land we will have to take suitable action. We will have to put
on the screw of the boycott; we will tighten that screw and if
necessary we will have to use the lead against them."1
Thus, while these negotiations proceeded Belfast was under
siege, and it is interesting to know upon what side the British
Government stood in these hostilities. On the 5th of August
General Macready reported to Sir Henry Wilson " an interview
... at Criccieth during which Lloyd George laid the blams QQ
Ulster for ' delay in peace' and proposed a monstrous pls& of
withdrawal and blockade if hostilities were renewed."
Sir James Craig, meanwhile, stood like a rock. The $#fc$e
South African, General Smuts, was moved to take a ha,nd, in
vain. On the 4th of August he wrote to " my dear De Valera "
i The Times, September 7th, 1921, p. S.